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j > little wonder that people In

11 r wiled districts shut In by brick

id mortar deprived of flowers with
t1 ne of the privileges of country life

otild thirst for ttihstltutes for woods-

d tVlds and the glimpses of rurnl land
apes thnt parks afford Parks for cities

r n demand born of necessity The
nlth and happiness of the public de
ind thnt open spaces should be pro
li J for public use President Roosevelt

fns the first to suggest thnt solutions or-

r inltlpal problems might be obtained
through Congress having direct control
of the city government ut Washington rind
making It a model municipality If this
were fcifdblo one of the first movements

+ vild be toward the establishment of a

port Kvslem for open places rind public
rlnjgrounds are necessary means for tho
development of wholesome citizenship

Though the park movement has grown
wonderfully In the past few year so
that approximately there are being spent
annually In the towns and cities of the
United States 11000000 for park Im-

provement and maintenance nnd TOOO

acres of land apart froth United States
government reservations have been dedi-

cated to public use most of the Inrge
parks have been located on the outskirts
of the city uwny from the crowded dis-

tricts which need them This has arisen
from the failure of those who lay out
cities to set aside land for public use
from the desire to obtain land at reason-
able cost nol from the fact that much-
of the land hits been acquired by gift

If the city fathers In planning n town
would more often consider the desirability
of parks tho question of location would-
be settled whllo land Is cheap and many
breitblng places could be located In the
business portion of the city When n
city Is built the problem has to be solved
In the best way expense location and
available land being taken Into considera ¬

tionThe
park Idea Is the result of n gradual

growth of taste and civic pride for open
spaces are n delight to the educated and
well to do as well ns to the poor That
the demand for beauty In cities tins In-

creased of late years may begathered
front the fact that when In 1S53 an ef-
fort

¬

was made to secure Innd for Centnil
Turk New York It was most bitterly op

f

NfY one woman In the whole
nlled States can enJoy nt a timeO he unique distinction of the-
First Lady of the Lund Mrs Wil-

liam
¬

IT Taft must perforce be con-

sidered
¬

the most distinguished hOI cut at
this time In the United Status nail Just
as her tallloU husband has around
notable adxIsA Cabinet
so Mrs Tnft has the counsel nnd support
of ho chief lady In the household of each
cabinet officer

In the present arrangement Mr Taft
has one alto better of his better half III

that the President bat nine lawful and
legal advisers lu his Cabinet while the
willful and confirmed bachclordom of
Postmaster General Hitchcock huts hither
to deprived Mrs Taft of onu of the
normal quota In circle of

There la a persistent rumor In
Washington otllclul circles that Mr
Hitchcock has realized the error of his
unmarried state and will shortly chiinpi
for a state of married blessedness How ¬

ever up to date President Taft has nine
Cabinet members while only eight of
them Inivo furnished a representative to
Mrs official circle

There ort two sides to the activities of
the wife of n member of the highest ad-

visory
¬

body on this continent Mrs
Cabinet Member Is a personage not only
III Washington but throughout the coun

snake Bite
SURE and scientific cure for snake-
biteJI Is by no means an Important In

the United States aa In India where
thousands die annually from poisonous

bites Yet casualties are se fre-

quent
¬

that the directors of the Rocke-

feller
¬

Institute of New York city have
started their learner professors to work
in an attempt to secure an antitoxin
against nil snake poisons and against
that of crotalns horrldus or tbo forest
rttnwnnhe In
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I posed nnd the movement grew so slowly
that In 18V5 there were only 20 largo
rural parks In the United States Todny
the whole attitude has changed One firm

I of landscape artists alone direct park
work In nearly 50 clUes at nn expendi-
ture of 0000000 positive proof If ono
were needed that parks and public open

In a town are now demanded as a
necessity

The chief difficulty In the oldrr cities
lies In obtaining good locations for aside
from expense sanitation and art rare to
bo taken Into account The small new
village con overcome obstacles by plan-
ning

¬

when lots are laid out Other places
arc attempting to provide bienthlng
places by choosing sites on till outskirts
rind connecting them bv boulevards thus
creating n chain system which In NOIIIU

case encircles the town This Is one so¬

lution of the park question Others are-
a large number of small scattered spaces
about a quarter of a mlle or a
smaller number of large parks The first
system has been adopted by Boston and
Chicago Many other cities New York-
In particular are considering the advisa
blllty of adopting as In Paris little
spaces In the central part of the city on
the theory that these numerous small
areas draw many people to the French
city In search of u pleasant abode

New York Is also starting to connect
some of her 101 parks by a series of bou-

levards which will Join the different park
areas Into one long whole This was done-
In the ens of several parks and pnikwnjs-
nnd the effect has added much to the
viewpoint of the citys beauty Tho Pali-
sade Park Intended to preserve the fa-

mous
¬

pnllsndcs of the Hudson bo
wonderfully beautiful and will form n
portion of n Greater New York system
whIch will not only serve the purpose of
beauty but will broaden the feeling of
personal Interest In the outdoor osslhlll
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try nt Inrgc In this nrtlle will be con-

sidered
¬

the tremendous public responal-
blllty lodged in the two neatly gloved
hands of each lady In this charmed circle

And nut only has this lady great power
throughout the Innd hut she inns great
posfllultle8 The other phnie of tbU of
tidal flxuuencc la n purolj social one and
will be passed over vvlth the briefest
mention at tnla time It Is the political
power und the public that
we are concerned with Doth of these
momentous factors have to be closely
studied by the cabinet lady Their life
far from being one of aimless social
gayety ono where a womans tact and
brnlim have not only frequently made
marred her husbands political nnd of-

ficial
¬

dihUiny but have had a pcrccptnblc
Influence on the national administration
Und thereby entered Into the history mak-
ing

¬

of the country
Tho chief lady In the cabinet of Mrs

Taft Is by right of precedence Mm
Philander Knox the wife of Mr
Tnfts small bodled and big bralned Sec-
retary

¬

of Stale
Mrs Knox is nn admirable hostess liar

cclf and has the additional advantage of
possessing a charming iiHUHtiint In her
young daughter Miss Rchekab Page
Knox who made her debut several can>

ago Mrs Knox Is not n robust woman
but has never been known to shirk
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This latter reptile 1s the most numerous
of all the poisonous snakes In the West ¬

ern Hemisphere und hU counties num-
bers In the United States occasion till lit-

tle
¬

fact that the northern
part of thus country contains moro polhon
snakes thnn the lower half and even prob-
ably as many ns South America Of
course the Southern States und South
America contain many more different
species of poison snakes than the upper
half of the United States But the vast
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ties und serve as nn Incentive for be
quarts for park grounds

lnter sting as thext New York park
I

plans are Uoston may he called the most
sinking eempler of the outer park svs
tern for this plncu has one of tho urot
conspicuous park In the
United States not In the world In
1S03 the Metropolitan Park Commission
was organized with the Idea of linking
Boston curd all the surrounding towns
of the largo mctropoItan outskirts Into
one continuous park chair Since then the
Metropolitan Park Commission has con-

nected about 10 municipal
expended 11000000 threefifths of

which went for land It has 75 miles of
parkway vMih serves a connecting-
link With the park holdings of Doslou
and otter towns In tine metropolitan ds
trlct there are about 30000 acres of
pnrkK Its seashore reservation aggre-

gates
¬

eight miles of ocean front has
three river valleys and two blghlandB
The whole system Is complete In districts
as well ns n whole and continuous work
What was first considered an Utoplnn
dream the linking of forest hills river
drives and seashore Into one ehnln Is
now one of the most beautiful park sys-
tems

¬

In Chicago somewhat of the same Idea
has been adopted with success and seven
largo pirks tbrtoOn the luke fruit and
others In different quarters of the city
lire connected by broad boulevards or
drives containing here and there mag ¬
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one of the arduous tables which Washing-
ton

¬

expects frond a cabinet lady-

It IN characteristic of her that she lo-

vnilably seeks out utter nt
brilliant White House functions and
makes It her pleasure to enable them to
feel perfectly at home J

But while the most Important function
of the cabinet Indy Is of course assist
Ing Mrs Taft to welcome nests at

receptions there are mnny Itss
talked of dutlcp which tallt to her
For instance from the vl wpolnt of her
husbands Individual career perhaps the
most vital duty of the cabinet ndy Is
the receiving and of the

rind his wife the dlolomntic
gentry of nil ranks rind Countries nnd
above nil trio caring skilfully for till
the many Important visitor to Washing ¬

I ton among the friends and con

numbon of Umber rattlesnakes make the
total much greater

So the scientists In the Rockefeller In
ftltuto are now collecting rattlesnake
poison frqm snakes kept for thin very
purpose and horses have been
with gradually Increasing dose it re
quires about two years for a horse to lie
treated before his blood Ls xnUlclcntly
tilled with the antitoxic elemuntH HO that

blood Is sufficient euro snake bite
The horse starts with Itillnltcsliunl doses

of the polson ThOn he gets larger and
larger Quantities nail finally ho takes 20
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nificent detached dwellings The whole
the wide nrkways and handsome boulc-
vnids make beautiful cncliellug drive

Is planning new parks each to
contain n where physical and
tnental recreation can bo hind for noth-
ing

¬

These will bo neighborhood cen-

ters
¬

or assembly halls and for the en-

joyment
¬

of the people Kansas City soul
MInncapollfi have a system based on the
chain principle oDd many miles of com-

pleted parkways and an ample pail
acreage lies helped to make these cities
beautiful Other cities among them
Louisville and Seattle ono
planning extensive links

Cleveland has not only become
with tho Idea of connecting one
lake shore park with another thus en
circling the city butt Is working on a
court of honor a group plan which will
compose a public library chamber of

I

commerce city hall post office nnd a
court house all overlooking the hcnut-
lfu lake front The whole with mall
and esplanade ought to form an approach
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stltucntK of her husband
The president always attempts to

strengthen his advisory connoll not only
with hillllnnt minds but In n crude win
the membership of tile cabinet supposed
to represent tho various sections of this
broad Inud To Visfilngti during the
official season there Is ever pom lug an
endless succession of visitors thousands
of whom turn to some member of the cab-

inet for social entertainment entry
Into official society At this Point the en-

tire matter devolves on the cabinet mem-

bers wife ITenve this poor lady Is often
I at her wits end to arrange for the huge

and everIncreasing demands on her re
cources Failure usually moans that her
husband loses some Important nolltfcal III

ductile which originally helped to secure
his cabinet position

The second ranking member of MM

I

tunes the amount of rattlesnake poison
that would have killed him Inside an
hour before the treatment was begun on
hlui The horse Is then not only poison
proof against tie deadly rattlesnake but
Ills blood when drawn oft gives up a
serum that will cure tho snake bite In-

human beings
When a gallon of hh blood IH drawn

off It Is allowed to settle unit dry and
then a thin scrum uppcnrx This Is the
antitoxin nnd It 13 I ut lute glycerin cul-

tures where It thrives later proservnUvo
chemicals are added Then whOu It IB

few American cities are fortunate In
possessing This is quite n change from
the early years of park Improvement
when Central 1nrk In New York anti
Fall mount Park In Philadelphia were the
only ones considered worthy of notice

Parka like public libraries nnd art
museums ought to be the result of high
Ideals und should meet the needs of the
public Sometimes this Is attained by
such organizations as one In Philadel-
phia which founded forty years ago Is
composed of men women and children
who contribute to a fund from which-
to purchase woiks of art for the adorn-
ment

¬

of the purl At other times tli
attained l j the phllauthrophy oC Indi-

vidual r Tine citizens of St Ixjuls have
hind curse to be thankful for Tower
Grove Purl and Shaws gardens the
gift of a citizen who not only provld
sl parks vvlth complete maintenance for
their snpport lint with Matties botani-
cal gardens and a school ofT botany

Two factors are now entering Into the
choice of u site for city parks the cleva
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Tarts cabinet Is of course Mrs Franklin
MiicVcngu uV ij of the Secretaryof the
Trpamtry Mr MacVeaph IB splendidly
equipped for hot duties as tier husband
Is a than of Immense wealth and Hhe has
for years Oiled the position of a hostess
In an Important social sense

Mm Jacob M Dickinson has n slight
advantage over most of the new cabinet
bulbs In that for four years during Mr
McKlnleys administration she wun a no
table hostess In Washington as the wife
of tine Assistant Attornuylicnoral of the
United States She Jgl woman of studi-
ous tastes yet LIsa democratic and do-

mestic
¬

lu her Idea So now on her re
turn ns the wife of tine countrys latest
Scciotary of War Mrs Dlckinfcou Is

Equipped splendidly for I marked social
ns well UN political eirccr lu the swirl
lug circles of Washington official > odd

For It should nlvvny be remembered
tint the cabinet lady while lien highest
function Is attending the wile lot the
provident Is herself the lender In a great
big division of national society For In-

stance Mrs George W Wi kershum the
wife of the great corporation lawyer to
whonl Mr Taft hits Intrusted the gigantic
task of entangling the countless suits In

fltltutei against any and all trusts dur-
ing

¬

the Roosevelt regime Is tho logical
mid Indeed actual head of the vast con-
stituency that gathers around the Su

packed away Into a poison cure package-
for sporlxmnn It can be obtained right
after the bite and Injected right along
sldo the bitten portion of the human
body Then a battle between the snake
poison and antitoxin tales place When
the Injection romcs quickly after Ito bite
thu euro Is rapid and there IH little
danger

Hut It miiht conic rapidly for many
thanes after a rattlesnake bite death en
stills In °

O minutes although tile usual
period Is from sis to twelve hours

With till cobra pr tho Indian Jungle

II
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lion of the land nail tho desire to make
use of n waterfront These are two
phases of natural scenery that suggest
nature working In a generous nnd spon-

taneous
¬

manner They are equally de-

sirable whether In an outer system or In
a public open space near tho center of
tile town These features are often hard
to obtain but whatever the selection It
Is desirable when a city grows and the
surrounding country becomes more nnd
more remote to have open spaces scat-
tered

¬

through the town These may take
the place of an outer chain system In
small places that are not connected with
oulljlng towns The size of the town
nnd the financial condition must always
be taken Into account for tho cost of
maintenance must bu met annually

Often waste land which If uucarcd for
would become an eyesore fprms n loca-

tion
¬

for n picturesque park and the spot
becomes n beauty Instead of a menacSto
public health In all cases the landscape
artist can advise what Is the best method-

of treatment whether to use artificial
adornment to employ trees nnd shrubs
and how to frame the picture The mod-

ern
¬

method Is to reserve formalism for
small areas or to protect some place of
historic or local Interest curd to depend-

on natural features for large tracts and
ninny n monotonous level surface has
been changed by border plants and
fringes of trees and shrubs

In some locations a playground may bo
demanded with accommodations for ath-

letic nod Held sports The park on Har-

riet
¬

Island In St Pool contains nil these
and Is furnished with elaborate nnd
practical bathhouses Scrauton Pat has
a park with u commodious kitchen for
the use of picnickers as well as many
summer shelter tents Playgrounds In
parks are always In demand A park
may be more beautiful If people are ex-

pected
¬

to walk In defined districts but It
will not be as useful nnd enjoyable as tho
one where n part In given to the play-
ground

¬

and the people If persons are
allowed to roam at will over the grass
tho green may die but every park should
contain an area where the enjoyment of
the people young and old Is the first
consideration The necessity of untainted
fresh air and the nthisulilllty of zoological-
and botanical gardens are also factors
to be considered

if
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prcme Court of the United States nail
nil the tremendous legal machinery which
this government directs nnd controls from
the national capital

tiers Is the duty of receiving the hosts
of piomlncnt Judges and lawyers whoso
business or pleasure take them to
Washington She Is strange to Washing
ton but has for many years been the
of one of the wealthiest and bestknown
members of New Yorks legal community
nail Is therefore certain to tit easily anti
wen Into the topmost niche of the coun-

try
¬

s temple of Justice
One of the Important duties of a secre ¬

tarys wife Is attending public functions
in various suction this ever Incrensing
land Cornerstones to be laid hospitals-
to be opened and many other public and

duties fall on tho cabinet
member and In similar degree on
lady All this has come with tho vast
Increases In national territory-

It remained for tho twentieth century-
to furnish the spectacle of u cabluet
official circling the globe na the represent-

ative

¬

of the United States government
Tho man who did this Is now the picol

dent of the entire republic and Mrs Taft
ns the First Lady of tho Laud has had
an experience ns a member of the cabinet
circle that makes her peculiarly lilted to
understand nod respect the station moth

the enormous which must
be shoulderol by the eight American wo¬

men whom Fate and her husbands dic-

tum

¬

have grouped around hers as her po-

litical

¬

and social advisers In the admin-

istration
¬

of a world power
Tim old days of simplicity In cabinet

circles which marked the early years of
this republic have altogether vanished
They can return and since their
departure the duties of the women of tho

thu poison effects are different for the
attack of this toxin Is on the nervous

system producing paralysis and finally

heart failure through paralysis of tbo

great nerves which keep tho heart auto-

matically operating
Yet oven tick poison has boon beaten

for thin British scientists established
at Kasutl India a laboratory where cobra
poison antitoxin Is made and sent all-

over India acid If applied within an hour
or two after the bite It usually the
human life Involved

Our cities do not lack Illustrations ot
fine treatment ot parks and tho number
In process of establishment bespeaks an
nddcd value to real estate rind n sooth
tug Influence to the weary body The
srrend of time movement shows that tho
eutlro nation Is ready to extend park
development from the esthetic business
and hygienic point of view Whether
tho outer chain system or the embel-
lishment

¬

of Inner sections Is attempted
rcuet depend on the size of tun city and
the use to which the parks will bo put
Though wo are woefully behind Europe
lu our civic art our titles have In rome
Instances better park systems It Is
true that the large suburban parka of
Paris are near enough to the city to bethronged on holidays but they were
tcally royal preserves Windsor Park
In London though n large one Is also u
royal domain nnd somewhat hard of ac-
cess

¬

Much of the beauty In foreign
cities lies In the wide strccto ratherthan In the parks

In any mental picture of a beautifulcity there Is 110 doubt bat parks take thelist place bul they are useless unlessthey can be reached by the people and are
convenient for the poor Many of thoelegant parkwajs form magnificent car-
riage

¬

drives but are of little good to tho
man who with difficulty pays street car-
fare If any system of parks chain or
otherwise Is to bo of benefit It must
be accessible and become an Integral
print of ii citys throbbing life Sky
rOsh air trees shrubs flowers these
urn tho possession of tho people by
birthright Parks must provide these
and become a necessary as well ns an-
esthetic phase of tho many urban bless ¬

ings
r o 1

Queer Superstitions
noted men have had peculiar

mANY which have clung to
throughout their lives Ono

of the most peculiar was thnt of Presi-
dent

¬

McKinley who often declined to
make public engagements on Fridays lie
also often refund to sign on
tuba day had a great venera-
tion

¬

for the numeral three often divid-
ing

¬

hit work his duties nnd everything
possible Into three pnrts Cmllc Zola
tho novelist nlwnys carried a small piece
of coral about with him to ward off Ill
luck Ho also carried a bloodstone
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may

wife

semipolitical
n his

our

responnlblliUes

never

have

saves

Cabinet have multiplied rim broniJencll
until their culture and nobility of heart
and mind have become real and potent
factors In the smooth and successful run-

ning

¬

of thntlmysterlous but none the loss

real and most Important piece of political
machinery a national administration

j

Sale of Champagne
EGAUDLESS of the fact that many

R have complained of exceedingly hard
times during tho past year it Is

claimed that there Is ono industry In

the country whliih has not suffered to
domestic cham-

pagne
any Brent ttcnttbe

Industry
The demand for American champagne-

last year wan far greater than ever be¬

fore says the president of ono of Amer ¬

leas largest wino companies Wo sold

ninny thousand more cases lust year than
luring tine year before and I know one

cellar alone where sal d wcro Increased-

by moro than S 23000 during the 12

months Tho manufacturers nnd the
trade account for the Increase by the

theory that the champagne consuming In-

come

¬

of the country was hit so hard by

the panic that It could no longer stand
for the highpriced Imported fin curl

turned to the domestic article Instead

The American wino merchants and

manufacturers clams that for the Oust

time tho domestic product has attracted
the attention of a majority of the buj enO

and that within a few years the wlnci
will have a greater sale than the for-
eign liquors

Every year the English postpfflco gath-
ers

¬

up 20000 letters which were potted
without addresses

PACTS AND PIGUBIISI

Franco has 7883 postal savings banks

The War Department paid 9IH8 for

nrtUlclal limbs last year

Oncllfth of the countrys wealth Is rep-

resented

¬

lutho New York Stock Lx
change

Oa the basis of n bushel of corn pro-

ducing

¬

25 gallons of alcohol It has been
figured out thnt Inst eRrR corn crop In

the United States wits sufficient to fur
hlih 20000000 horsepower for 10 hours
a tiny for entire year-

r
a


